It is a pleasure to introduce our first plenary speaker, James Boyle. James Bolye is William Neal Reynolds Professor of Law at Duke Law School, and faculty co-director of the Center for the Study of the Public Domain. 

He is an intellectual leader--with Lawrence Lessig, Pamela Samuelson and a few others--of an important movement within critical legal theory and practice.  Over the last decade, James Bolye has sounded the alarm about the cultural and social implications of what he calls the "second enclosure movement." In the first enclosure movement, the one in Britain during the late Renaissance and Eighteenth century, Parliament supported the property claims of large land owners in seizing the unimproved commons cultivated by the poor, the second enclosure movement involves large US corporations exercising their influence over Congress and exploiting the digital mutation, to expand the length and strengthen the legal force of copyright. Put another way, corporations hope to do the opposite of that the Internet revolution was supposed to do--not increase access to information, but enclose it by putting every bit and byte of it up for sale. 

James Bolye's response to this situation has been manifold: 

First, in a witty and brilliant book entitled Shamans, Software and Spleens, James Bolye demonstrates, in a series of case studies, just how bizarre IP law has become; he convinces this reader that creative new approaches to intellectual property are central to "the Legal Construction of the Information Society." (that last phrase is the subtitle to his book)

Second response: he one of the organizers, in the Fall of 2001, of the Duke conference on the Public Domain. That conference develops the Public Domain as a crucial positive term for thinking the knowledge and information a society holds in common; by contrast "fair use" is too often conceptualized as a faint "remainder"--what's left over after copyright as been given its full legal due]. [James tells me he has just finished editing the papers of that conference.] 

Thirdly, at a more still more practical legal level, James Bolye is a founder and board member of Creative Commons and a member of the academic advisory board of the Electronic Privacy and Information Center, and of Public Knowledge. 
The title of today's talk is "The Opposite of Property." 

Please join me in welcoming Professor James Boyle….. 

